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15
1775-1800

pHE PROTESTANT NATION _on became obvious that a drastic shift in power had taken place.
(1775-1800) d force — the ultimate arbitrator —was no longer controlled by the
by R. B. McDowell ment but by the politically-minded public.
this coincided with a growing awareness of Ireland’s grievances,
ercial and constitutional. The dislocation of trade caused by the
ained a weak economy. By 1778 the commercial restrictions were
gorously denounced as the source of Ireland’s economic ills. The
steers paraded in Dublin with a cannon, having round its neck a
, I d with the words ‘Free trade or this!” The British government,
Zlilfeg c]l[;i(s)é [;gfﬁgd'};nizp;tfgfe p;o foundly and dramatically j . between British businessmen determined to maintain their
st o el a.md e Atgnl icant resemblaqce}% betwe eges and angry Irishmen, fumbled, un_certain what was best.to do.
framework; Bach eolany had 4 te :;erlc:m_colomes Wlth%i‘l the impg when at last in 1779 it decided to conciliate Irelgnd by abolishing the
Had it ot venerable and decoralsiv sen ?.twe assembly just as pmercial restrictions, it was too late to gain gratitude. By then a new
parliament claimed the right to le isla(t:’epfar lbamsnt. Yet th.e West jon was gaining force — an agitation directed against the limitations
ik, Soien the: Anastesn co]oi - ?r dot thq cfolonlesf and [ the powers of the Irish parliament impqsed by Poynings’ lawl, and the
were fighting Ireland’s battle NIISaS CII? hthe British parliament, of 1720 declaring the right of the British parliament to legislate for
G -l : I{y rishmen apprcc1fiteq thi nd.
giigeyfait tll)mt many of the ioclc()):ir;::t‘: fletr ?Ympathy being inte is movement had a great and cloquent leader in Henry Grattan,
spEcially Fothy UIEr, But the pov ere emigrants from Ireland after entering parliament in 1775, speedily established himself as a
Trish parliament for i s Americang ofi::nm'en(ti Sec;llred the support g erb orator — nervous, high-flown, romantic. With generous enthusiasm
WMMMMmmwaHmMMEWWEWyAnaﬂewmwmummﬁ mmmﬁdmﬁhdmdmwmmw@mMﬁmmmmhmm&mMO@n
m%WMHmﬂm%ﬂm%éhsyﬁtmmwwmﬂwmw‘ wmkmmmmmWQMMWﬁmmmmmmm@MMMWmn
rival’s teavsatisnite dificafies. st pdl:;’ ha ing advantage Of_the ol ked to Great Britain by a common crown and by sharing a common
freland, stripped-of troops, I =0 ert;rte the war on the Amerlf:an s litical tradition. In a series of powerful speeches he expounded his
Iﬁmmmhmanmymmﬂghghim(?mmmmJ%denhmmd smmnmegwmmmmgmmmmgammmﬁymemembymemeM
A T——— . — orp ubﬁsc ants, S%rimg to arms. All ove tronage, successfully repulsed his attacks. Outside parliament, how-
168¢ coitps. Violuteering saon It)) -Splfllte aqdlords formed vo ever, the situation was growing cri_tical. In the autumn of 1781 Lord
MmmmwmdwmmmgzﬂmmiﬁggtehmmmTmemms- mmﬂ&aﬁthdﬁahgdhmmbmmMmmwumﬂmmmwh
Gentlemen proudly used their v- I eviews and parades were frequ irginia, by an American army and a French fleet, surrendered. Then in
Shaunded with captxing and Colonelso {llntleer I‘a.nk, and Irelan('1 § February 1782 delegates from a number of Ulster Volunteer corps
outlet for patriotism and o mmipﬁmamyymmﬂmmﬁ :gmmwmDmymmﬁMWWmﬁmmwmmmeMMkwwmuo
generated political activity cho ;uelaes'l 0}; Cf’n"“’lahtya but it resolutions in favour of legislative independence. The olld empire was
And not only was political I l i waslly berame. a debating soci crumbling with defeat in America, there was a loss of confidence, and in
political Ireland better organised than ever before bl Ireland an absence of force. Shortly after the Dungannon meeting, Lord

232 233




15 The protestant nation

North, the British prime minister whose government had been sty
to maintain the old imperial system, was driven from office and th
who took his place were anxious to conciliate Irish opinion by al
the restrictions on the Irish parliament. The declaratory act was ¢
and in the following year the British parliament specifically reng
claim to legislate for Ireland. And Poynings’ act was so drastica[].
fied that the only control over Irish legislation retained by the cro;
the right to veto bills. Also it was agreed that Ireland should h
annual mutiny act and that the Irish judges should be irremovable gy
by deliberate parliamentary action.

[reland was now in form an independent kingdom sharing a mpg,
with the neighbouring island. For the moment there was a great u
of satisfaction and pride. Signs of sovereignty appearcd in many
ions. An Irish post office separate from that of Great Britain was s
the Bank of Ireland was founded, the Custom House and the Four
were built. Rutland Square and Merrion Square were complete
Dublin which Malton at this time depicted was undoubtedly and self-ey
sciously a capital city.

The sense of national unity manifested itself in the removal ¢
number of the religious, social, and economic disabilities which
past had been imposed on the Irish catholics, though it should be quick
added that generosity was checked by caution. Only extreme i
were prepared to allow catholics a share in political power. There
also an optimistic fecling about the economic future. Agriculture, a
famous Arthur Young noted when he toured Ireland, was impr
though by rapidly advancing English standards there was plenty o

for further improvement. Irish industry was expected to benefit from
availability of cheap labour and abundant waler-power. The
parliament was ready to assist with tariffs and bounties, though k
protectionists sensed an unwillingness to go too far against En
interests, and we still have a reminder of the economic optimism of
period in the great canals linking Dublin with the Shannon — impressi
and extravagant eighteenth-century engineering feats.

It was soon scen however that constitutional forms did not correspond
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Caulfield, first earl _o{'
ont, by William Cuming
al Gallery of Treland)

itical realities. Ireland was legally an independent g)unt(;;g ]?;t
of Treland was represented by a lord lieutenant nommat.e y he
4 vernment, and the lord lieutenant selected and controlled the
ef:cutive, which in turn controlled the patronage — peera%es‘,
and pensions — that influenced the outlook of many M.P.s.

*n';i the facade of independer_lce, the British goverbm:nent Co:lt;gueii Eg
! ise control over lrish affairs. There was an obvious r.e yUbliC
rm parliament so that it should more accurately mlrr({)r dp

0. And in the early eighties liberals in England and Ireland were
rﬁu;;ly discussing schemes of reform. In Irfaland the Volm}tzelrs t;)toel;
the question, and after provincial conventions made up of de egt <
different corps had agreed that the house of corpmoni/ n;usteer
e more representative, it was decided to hold a national ) o.Ltm.t e
anvention in Dublin which would prepare a plan and T—,u ng atl o
jament to be turned into legislation. The delega_ltes gat lere e
munda on 10 November 1783 under the chalrm‘a‘nsh_lp c‘])t t((; i
rlemont, the general of the Volunteers, noteq for h-ls refme:r A asmoSt
atron of architecture, in politics a very F:autlous liberal. : Z most
nspicuous of the delegates was Hervey,.blshop of D&_erry a’n ean o
tol, a magnificent prelate, a mighty pullder of mafls1;){ns, anIOOd :
e a strong radical. The most influential delegate was ; ]en{yl Flo;)d
man with a strong political intellect and a severe oratorlad ;1 y ‘e’iewg 3
dominated the convention, and its plan of reform reflecte flS. té,‘be
was presented to the house of commons but _that body,Pre Es?gau u
overawed by armed men, summarily rejected it. The M. .sb]a alg]d liw_
ﬁfhe situation correctly. The Volunteer_s were far too respectz;l e amd
:ﬁbiding to employ force against parliament. When what they
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15 The protestant nation

was a reasonable plan was turned down, they had no idea wha
next. In fact they went home quietly.

From then on, reformers were face to face with a major prob]
was to be done if a majority in parliament, determined not tq 7
privileges and confident that the system in practice worked vey
simply refused to alter existing arrangements? At first, reformer.
have believed that the pressure of public opinion, if it were mob
displayed to its fullest extent, might shame or frighten the house ¢
mons into reforming itself. And shortly after the Volunteer co
dissolved, the radicals of Dublin, led by Napper Tandy,
at times absurd orator and a very shrewd political organiser, attem
assemble a reform convention. It was to be made up of delegates fr
counties and parliamentary boroughs who, having been chosen

g9 Volunteer parade in College Green, 4 Novemb

cr 1779, by Francis Wheailey

an exuber: (National Gallery of Ireland)

ive machinery. Of course many of the principles the Freqc-hhw.f:r:l
jciating ¢, it could be argued, the commonplaces of British an
- Y‘fllrin,king But whereas in the British Isles they were used to
,pO]l::C?evolution .of 1688, in France they were being employed tg |
» a new era. The relics of the past were bemg swept away, an f
B or at least the middle classes, were taking over control o
:=Og:22 ;;a%ibcrals all over Europe were exhilarated at the prospect of
. SOC]egz;ny links, commercial, cultural, religious, z.md family ‘
e ?;::nd and Fran’ce, and the Irish newspapers prowde_d abul?—
e:c?verage of French happenings. And jl-lst at t_h‘e very tflme1 t ;1
X .ch revolution was getting under way, Irish politics had (g orc:je
rlons begun to stir. Six months before the stat::l _gen_ergl ITS‘;,; az(:egd :
king of Great Britain and Ireland, went Ol];t othels :;;:]ze.cf dglyl.” ;
at the regent of Britain and Ireland should ;:1 1 hlz e A
great debate broke out over the mct}‘u)d by W 1§ e o e
office. Grattan and his friends stressed that it shou ;
EI: f]f;;iiish regent did not automatically become reﬁentrof Ilrrizll;n\lvdﬁjgﬂ:r:
ﬂéing’s recovery put an end to the debate, but by t ercii d(lj]urran o
liberal opposition led by Grattan , the Ponsonbys, :anhis 3 eecims -
;advocate who could fuse indignation and humour in p )

complete failure. Only a comparatively small number of de
arrived (25 October 1784), and their deliberations attracted ver
attention. In fact Irish radicals were taught another lesson, !

absence of success, the momentum behind a movement can slacke;
the public lose interest.
Indeed during the middle eighties Irish politics were remarka
placid. But it was the quiet that precedes a storm. Events in France - th
meeting of the states general, a great representative assembly, and gl
fall of the Bastille — were to start off a great political seismic disturba
It is impossible to sum up the significance of the French revolution
phrase. But it might be said that its driving ideas can best be expresse
the words liberty and equality. Liberty meant in the first place that
individual was protected against the arbitrary use of power by the gove
ment and in the second place that the nation — or at least those who wef

considered fit for the vote — should control the government. Equa
meant that no section of the community should be legally privileg
Furthermore all institutions were to be ruthlessly examined, judged
the criteria of liberty, equality, and efficiency, and, if condemned, ¢
pletely reshaped. It was the first time that a great European commu
had attempted to reconstruct the whole of its constitutional and admini
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15 The protestant nation heobald Wolfe Tone, ¢. 1792,

: : . ibrary of Treland)
come into existence. It demanded not the reform but the ‘purific g

parliament by the drastic scaling down of the pension list and by
the number of the office-holders permitted to sit in parliame
whigs denounced in scathing terms the government’s methods
taining a majority. At the same time Grattan’s fervent belief
British connection was shown in the summer of 1790. There was
bility of war between England and Spain when their claims clashed.
west coast of North America. Grattan emphasised that the interas
England and Ireland were inseparable. His attitude angered a you his economic interests were being ignored. Tone was invited to
testant barrister, Theobald Wolfe Tone, who was beginning to tz i ot in the autumn of 1791. He was one of the few Irish politicians \?vho
interest in politics. He promptly published a pamphlet in which he g - d himself at home both in Belfast and Dublin, and duri.ng a fO.ftmght
that Ireland had no quarrel with Spain, and that ‘the good of the emp| nyersation and conviviality the Belfast Society of United Irishmen
was a specious phrase. About a year later he developed his vie founded (14 October). Immediately afterwards Tone got into touch

greater length in his famous publication, An argument on behalf th Napper Tandy, that experienced municipal politician. And 45 4
catholics of Ireland. Tone argued that Ireland had ‘no national 20 ult of Tandy’s efforts the Dublin Society of United Irishmen came 11_1t0
ment’, its government being under British control, that the only W tence in November. These societies were middle-class .debatlng
counteract British influence over Irish affairs was by parliame eties which strove to mould public opinion. The Dublin society pub-
reform, and that parliamentary reform could only be won if two uj ‘:ed numerous manifestos, including a plan of parliamentary reform
privileged groups, the Irish catholics and the protestant radicals, coope i which appeared in 1794. This plan suggested that Ireland sh_ould be
ated in a reform programme that included catholic emancipation, ed into 300 parliamentary constituencies equal in population, and

Tone’s views greatly impressed the Belfast liberals. Belfast, at thist that every man should have a vote (one prominent member of the socl:iety
a town of about 20,000 inhabitants, was pulsating with economi wonsidered it logical that women should have the vote too, but admitted

political life. It was the centre of the linen trade, the importance of whig hat the idea was impractical).

was symbolised by the recently opened White Linen Hall, and Rite How did the United Irishmen hope to secure reform? Apparently at
was about to open his new shipyard, a step that marked the beginnin first they still trusted to persuasion, to the pressure of public opinion.
great industry. At the same time the inhabitants were intensely inter Volunteer corps and political clubs passed resolutions in favour of reform,
in voluntary organisations for charitable and educational purposes d early in 1793 Ulster reformers held a representative comlfention at
Belfast Society for the Promotion of Knowledge, for which Tonel ngannon, the delegates pledging their support to parliamentary
friend, Thomas Russell, a dreaming soldier, was the first librarian: the orm. It was hoped that later a national convention could be held at
governors of the Academy, who managed a successful grammar scho hlone. To radicals parliamentary reform was the first step towards a
and the Belfast Charitable Society which in the Poor House took care t and efficient administration of Ireland. They looked forward to the
the sick poor and set sturdy beggars to work at spinning and weaving. T olition of tithe, a reduction in government expenditure, lower tax-
typical Belfastman of the period, a presbyterian businessman, was bound | ation, the encouragement of trade, and help for primary education.

to be critical of the ruling world of episcopalian landlords and to susped But the pressure group which was successful during 1792 and 1793 was
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1775-1800

llor, a hard-headed, outspoken copservaﬁvc,\vasto argue that
¢ emancipation would lead to parhamf:ntary reform ant-i that a
:CdWMMmmﬁWOMdME%¢MNmmwdmnwnthanmmfa
thnwhkhwae%mﬂﬂHoBﬁﬂﬁsﬂﬂymﬁln%womMSmMHw.
€ his arguments almost completely rcversgd Tone s.' i 1
t the British government, facing the certaullt.y of a war with revo uc-1
. France, was desperately anxious to conciliate ll.'lSh opinion. An
the great intellectual opponent of the revolljltlon-, was urgen.tiy
o win over the Irish catholics to the cpnservahve 51d§ l?y granting
- ‘he concessions they were morally entitled to. The British govelrln%
» ¢ 1793, by James Maltoy ut pressure on the Irish government and.[he _r§§ult wa; the re{fe
: £ 1793 which swept away most of the disabilities an ( gave
polics the vote. But the catholics were still ex.cluded from )I;(:rtllllanglté
a catholic body. In 1791 the catholic committee began to bestir the judicial bench, and from the higher offices of statf. IriShe s;lblic
Strengthened by the loss of its more moderate members who wishe the government agreed to some other concessml)n(gi g,f ish parlia_
leave the question of concessions to the government, the com inion. Some pensioners and placeholders were cxchu ed fr ! Of'uries
presented a petition to parliament asking for further relaxation of| i ant. Cottages were exempted from the heart.h tax, tl e fm:fienr Wa]S -
penal laws. The result was the meagre relief act of 1792. When iy ibel cases were extended. But at the same tlme Vo undee. gV emmegt
catholic question was being debated in the house of commons, §g essed, a paid home-defence forc-e — the militia —du]:l El'd%i(i)n RO
M.P.s sneered at the committee’s claim to represent the catho { ntrol, was formed, and a convention act was passes orflI ishi ssem
Ireland. The committee, led by a number of energetic and successfy es to meet which claimed to represent a large section o tormee tpa time.
Dublin businessmen, of which the most prominent was John Keg By concession and repression authority was p'repa.rtrf[ghome -
mmmdwgmeyThwe%qxdﬂme%ﬂmﬁﬁﬂmmmwmmw” M&AMmﬂBﬁmmwgnmNMWywﬂﬂ%mg;dtAmﬁnumm
both advertising their belief in toleration and obtaining a very efficien| h agrarian discontent, dlrected.ag.amst tithe an r;nf' - m[est:
employee. And they decided to prove that they represented cath petition for land led to rur‘al rioting between cactr o 1;51 eadmp s
opinion by asking parish delegates to choose representatives from ts, rioting culminating in the ‘battle of the Diamond’ an . igberals
counties and towns all over Ireland to meet in Dublin. rmation of the Orange Society (September 1795). The w‘ lis c}ylr i R
The catholic convention assembled in Dublin in December 1792 and & led by Grattan were in faYour of further concessmli} to the; cat r(;fl;:sﬁl -
ay%dmwkmnmaMMMndﬂmmmMM@p%MMW&A&%g I wmﬂcmmmmenmdammkwmp%ﬁ?m;zwml%mﬁ
was chosen to go to London to interview the prime minister, by-pass stopping well short of manhood suffrage, would, they eve ; (.)vem_
the Irish government. The lord lieutenant and his advisers were the country at large. Inl January 17.95_, aftejr a Wgrtlme C(:]Eil i ;nd g T
vinced that the protestant ascendancy should not be tampered with atd ff ment had been formed in Great Britain, Fitzwilliam, a w : gt e
time when the established order all over Europe was threatened. C of Grattan’s, became lord. lieutenant and f(?r the .r'nome'n iln p
cessions might set the country on a slippery slope. Fitzgibbon, the loid f the Irish whigs would be in control. But Fitzwilliam was inexp

91 The parliament house and Trinity College, Dublin
(National Library of Ireland)
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1775-1800

asion of the British Isles, and Ireland was an obvious target. The very
at it lay so far to the west rendered it easier for a French expedition
void the blockading squadrons. And if the French secured control of
[rish ports it was clear that British trade would be seriously impeded
| the whole west coast threatened. Moreover, as Tone especially
asised, in Ireland the invader would meet with a friendly reception.
is he put the case forcibly to Carnot ‘the organiser of victory’, and
December a French fleet carrying a force of 14,000 men, under the
smand of Hoche, one of the most brilliant of the young revolutionary
92 The Custom House, Dublin, ¢, 1793, by James Malton (National Library of ' Brals, set out from Brest for Ireland. Everything went wrong for both
S British and the French. The British fleet was badly placed and
uggishly led. The French, delayed by dockyard deficiencies, sailed as
and impetuous. The British cabinet thought that in agreeing to complg winter storms set in. The fleet was scattered, Hoche’s ship was carried
catholic emancipation he was exceeding his instructions. Fitzwilliam into the Atlantic, and the units which reached Bantry Bay, after
recalled — a decisive disappointment to those who hoped to carry g for some days in wild weather off the coast, failed to make a
reforms by constitutional methods. ] ding.

Meanwhile the radicals were growing impatient. Their impatien ‘That the French should come so very near to success was most alarm-
expressed itself in two forms. They began to organise themselyes to the Irish government, particularly as it was well aware that discon-
military lines and tried to obtain help from revolutionary France. [ t at home was becoming effectively organised. In 1794, about a year
spring of 1794 William Jackson, a French agent, visited Dublin. Tog r the war began, the Dublin Society of United Irishmen had been
gave him a paper on Irish conditions which suggested that a Fr onstrained by the authorities to suspend their meetings. Soon after,

invasion would be welcomed. Jackson had brought with him to T e of the middle-class reformers, acting along with urban workingmen
an old acquaintance who steadily informed the government of his doing nd countrymen long accustomed to agrarian conspiracy, began to build
In the event, Jackson was arrested and on being convicted of t pa widespread, secret, oath-bound society, pledged to obtain emanci-
dramatically committed suicide in the dock on 30 April 1795. on and reform. The organisation was based on innumerable small

Tone was in an awkward position since it was clear that he had pmmittees which sent representatives to local committees, which sent
dealings with Jackson. But the legal evidence against him was thin andhig f their representatives to county committees, which in turn sent represen-
was personally well liked by some influential conservatives. So in the ves to provincial committees, the system culminating in a national
he was permitted to emigrate to America. Using America as a step committee.
stone he reached France at the beginning of 1796. There, speaking The government took vigorous counter-measures. It encouraged the
behalf of the Irish radicals, he started to press for a French invasion, agd ¢ formation of yeomanry corps by conservatives, eager to defend the exist-
in the summer his requests were reinforced by Arthur O’Connor, i” g order, suspended the habeas corpus act, and passed an insurrection
young M.P., who had shocked the house by expressing radical i which in a ‘proclaimed district” imposed a curfew and gave the magis-
Since the beginning of the war the French had been considering an f lrates extensive powers to search for arms. And in 1797 Lake, a heavy-
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e in rebellion, their efforts were badly co(_)rdinatcd, and the
en roS a military point of view was a series of isolated strugglcs.
on ’EIOE'.J mishing in the counties round Dublin, which was fllrm‘ly
. ltrhori‘[ies In the south-east there was a widespread rising in

’ th'e auf Waterf;:)rd and Wexford. Having secured control of their
b Othe rebels tried to drive west and north but were ha!ted at
Oun.tlch Arklow. Finally military columns converged on Vinegar

= = - e;s:;ea];nniscorthy, where the rebels had p.itched_the;r main C:IEE’
(Ulster Museum). Note the shipping jj fter a fiercely fought engagqmen-t the U'thd;?)st Er(gu?]iake’s
nd, in the background, Cave Hill wig In the north there were risings in Antrlm an r .the s
nds spent a memorable day in May or Jy o in the previous year had seriously weakene °
?t:::‘in Ulster. Moreover the government forces kept con[;rol Polf the
" ' i under Henr
handed soldier, set to work by systematic raiding for arms to dis Jrategic centre of the area, Bel_fast. A; ﬁ[ﬁ:nmr;g;l:glrjsl\iere decisiveg
Ulster. Soon throughout Ireland the desperate efforts of the governme oy McCracken and at Ballynahinch unde
to check conspiracy produced a steady succession of incidents and
rages. The United Irishmen were determined to win catholic e

93 Belfast from Cromac Wood, c. 1780
harbour, the rural setting of the town, a

MacArt’s Fort (where Tone and his frie
1795)

i;:s.days before the rebellion broke out, Napoleon sailed for Egypt,

i objective. So
pation, radical reform, and independence. The upholders of the e vhich he had decidpd should be.the rlz‘lam lflrsgc}eld?:iZ;Sseizul d] e
order were equally determined to preserve law and order, maintaj jith the forces available only minor rencd't' p s vl alfver dhedaing
connection with Great Britain, and to resist French aggression. Ne help the Irish rebels, and in fact thest? exﬁeF;r?:h o oo under Humbert
side was prepared to yield and each charged the other with beip ‘been suppressed. In _AUEUSt a SHld Yelchsnen, Embe s CaRpaiED
ultimately responsible for the unhappy condition of the country. Jnded at Killala and was joined by mang rf‘gr:; of.yeomanry siidl inilitta
One practical consideration influenced the radicals. As time wenf exciting but short. Having defeated a llis, the viceroy, at the head
and their organisation was extended and improved the danger grew i astlebar, he was surrounded by]lcgnt]wzurr,cnder " Baflinamuck in
the government might regain the initiative and smash it. And a much larger force and compelle (;(‘ as siver Plmbeit e
government had one valuable asset, its intelligence system. Earlyin unty Longford (8 September). j_\‘wee t(:lii e this tiorth of Trelaids
Thomas Reynolds, who had a house in County Kildare, joined ered, another small French expedition set s

. i ost of
United Irishmen. He was made a member of the Leinster provingd Lough Swilly it was met by a SUPCYLOY Brgﬁhbiiﬁ?idtri?s fellggsll;?p -
directory and shortly afterwards he decided to supply the govern he French ships were captured (O?to er). broueht befare aEal
with information. As a result, in March 1798, the Leinster directoryol Ife Tone, serving as a Fren_ch offlcer.bee “;ashe coi?lld g
the United Irishmen, meeting at Oliver Bond’s house in Bridge St rtial in Dublin, found guilty, and befor
Dublin, were all arrested. Lord Edward Fitzgerald, an experie mmitted suicide (19 vaemb@f)- i destionstated B
soldier and a fervent revolutionary, managed for some weeks to e The rebellion had one important conseqllelll_‘?-al roblem. To William
arrest but on 19 May his hiding place was discovered, and he takably that Ireland presented an Ul'gznf potlitlnftedpa challenge. Pitt had
captured, mortally wounded. When therefore a few days later the Un ‘Pitt, the British prime minister, Ireland cons
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The protestant nation ‘Robert Emmet (National Library of

najor part. When his proposal came before the Irish parliament, a
which always appreciated high-spirited rhetoric, a number of mem-
led by Grattan, emphasised with passionate intensity Ireland’s
arate identity among the nations, and asserted that Irellanc.l possessed
ational individuality which demanded political expression in the form
a separate parliament. After a strenuous and exut_mg debgtez in 1799,
government’s proposal was rejected by a majority of five. The
| mment then set to work to obtain a majority, partly by prop_aga_nda
i ""‘.‘l‘.'i.“'l‘-]'a"a“"‘]‘ :‘Ii“I";;ijﬁ’\‘ I“?*"‘\"‘-'“\h ey persuasion, partly by trying to gratify the crudely personal objectives
When aller an o Lo, l|

i i many peers and M.P.s. By these methods it secured a majority for the
[ ITOOpPR iyl o T, (TR TRITT t

ery, side \|u|~.l wnpBat

6 Metal i : on in both houses; the act of union was passed during the session of
yMetalhyvonn™ pec D e v .

0 and on January 1801 Ireland became part of the United Kingdom.
94 The battle of Vinegar Hill, Enniscorthy, 21 June 1798: contemporary print The enactment of the union coincided with the end of the first phases
Restonal Librasy of lretnd f Anglo-French conflict, and within a few months of the act receiving
is was in France negotiating a peace. But the

a powerful, creative intellect and he was prepared to tackle a m royal assent Cornwallis was 1 g gap

: i athi ace. B
question by producing a bold, long-term solution. In the eighties he ha aty of Amiens (27 March 1802) anly pravided o briitz,il:faip and thz
planned to make Great Biétain and Ireland a great free trade are g mmer of 1803 Gireat Britain gl}d llrzlmvcg we}:ic abg: . 1;11; I
had been beaten by the suspicions and prejudice of vested interests undismayed remnant of the U,mtEI: ITIS 4 ?h:rs " pain ghope dpto S
in 1798 he decided on a union of the two parliaments — the British andh ort against the authority in Ireland. d.y £ i6n of Erland
[rish. This, he argued, would ensure coordinated activity in nch hlel‘p, but Nallpoleon wads t’{‘ntleintborltflia ml;?eci 1;1\’?(1)551(:]1;6(; brot%l 5 012
emergency, encourage British capitalists to invest in Ireland, thus rai fithe rising organised and led by Rober din . o Fle in the GHreate
[rish living standards, and, by transforming the position of Insh prote g of the radical I.eaders of }ht nllggglclsi, cnmii v\:gsdc;a‘iurz (; and afteta
from that of a minority in Ireland into a majority in the United Kingd 0 D‘.lbh“ ol the night of 23 Ju y 1o, bl hi Ft' : f’aith e
remove their fears of catholic emancipation. Pitt’s approach to polii { lin which he made a dramatic confessm.n gfo fls p:aééca unctu’at ed by
might be described as mathematical. He found it hard to comprehend g executed. Ireland settled down to .:i tperlo P p

importance of a force such as nationalism in which emotional factors play f dgrarian disturbance and catholic agitation.
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